RHE 312:
Writing in
Digital
Environments
Syllabus
Fall 2018
TTH 12:30-2:00 pm, PAR 104

Instructor: Sarah Riddick
EMAIL: sarah.a.riddick@utexas.edu
Office Hours: T 2-3:30 pm, W 9-10:30 am, and
by appointment
Course websites:
writingdigital2018.wordpress.com
utexas.instructure.com/courses/1235780
312digital.tumblr.com
Textbooks:
Nicotra, Jodie. Becoming Rhetorical:
Analyzing and Composing in a Multimedia
World. Cengage, 2018.
Williams, James. Stand out of Our Light:
Freedom and Resistance in the Attention
Economy. Cambridge UP, 2018.

Welcome to RHE 312: Writing in Digital Environments!
Fake news, bot accounts, trolls, secret sales of personal data, targeted political ads and
disiniformation campaigns—the stakes for writing in digital environments have never felt higher.
Yet, despite its dangers, digital writing is an undeniably incredible mode of persuasion. Today, it
is easier than ever to create and distribute compelling content to the world, and this ease
empowers far more people than those who tend to already have it.
In this course we will analyze a variety of venues and rhetors that illustrate the opportunities and
pitfalls for digital writing. Meanwhile, you will research a topic of your choice and its rhetorical
activity across these venues. Finally, in a series of in-class workshops, you will learn to create
different types of digital writings (e.g., visual, auditory); this work will culminate in a final
multimodal project that is aimed to persuade audience members for your topic in an online venue
of your choice. You don’t need to arrive to this class with prior technical or rhetorical knowledge
about writing in digital environments, but you will certainly leave with some. In addition, revision
will be an integral and celebrated part of this course.
Course Outcomes
• Understand the relationship between text, speaker, and audience in digital media venues
• Assess the use of rhetorical appeals and compositional strategies in digital writing genres
• Use digital technology to create persuasive, multimodal compositions
• Inform others about and advocate for a topic of your choice in a series of digital writings
• Develop and refine your work through regular research and revision

Major Projects

Other Assignments

1. Wiki Essay (revision and peer review are mandatory)
2. News Media Essay
3. Rhetorical Analysis of a Digital Venue (revision is
encouraged, and peer review is mandatory)
4. Digital Writing Project (revision is encouraged, and peer
review is mandatory)

1.
2.
3.
4.

Blog Posts
Research Journal Entries
Digital Writing Portfolio
In-Class Activities

Assignment Guidelines
Specific guidelines for all of these assignments can be found on Canvas in the “Assignments”
section and on our course website, writingdigital312.wordpress.com.
In general, you will:
1. write three college-level essays (4-6 pages each);
2. create a multimodal digital-writing project
3. substantially revise at least one essay based on my feedback and your peers’ feedback;
4. write several brief blog posts on Tumblr about the course reading and content, as well
as a few brief research journal entries about your research & writing projects, and
5. present your digital-writing project in a final showcase to me and to your peers.
Grades
In this course I will be employing the Learning Record, a portfolio-based evaluation method. You
can expect regular, detailed feedback from me on the work you submit in and out of class.
However, instead of receiving grades on each assignment, you will receive a tentative grade midsemester and a final grade at the end of the semester. Throughout the semester, you are
responsible for assessing your work and your development across the course’s Dimensions of
Learning, Course Strands, and grading criteria.
Dimensions of Learning
• Confidence and independence
• Use of prior and emerging experience
Course Strands
Rhetoric
Composition

• Skills and strategies
• Reflection
Research

• Knowledge and understanding
• Creativity and imagination
Digital Literacy

At the start of the semester you will create an initial learning record, which will serve as a
baseline for your work and growth in this course. In the middle and at the end of the semester,
you will submit a brief argument for which grade you believe you deserve, based on your
perceived quality of work and level of development. You will support this argument with reasons
and evidence from your work in the class and from the Learning Record criteria. Ultimately, I will
compare your case with my own assessment of your work thus far in determining your final grade.
You will find complete descriptions of the Dimensions of Learning, Course Strands, and the criteria
for each possible letter grade you may earn in this course on our course website. Please read
these descriptions carefully and return to them regularly.

Course Schedule
9/4 Due:
• Brainstorm possible controversies
for research
• Write Initial Learning Record

9/11 Due:
• Read Nicotra Ch. 6 “Formulating
Rhetorical Problems” and Ch. 11
“Proposing”
• Write Research Scrapbook Entry #1:
Controversy Proposal
9/18 Due:
• Write Research Scrapbook Entry #3:
Annotated Bibliography

9/25
•

Read Pascual “Let’s Talk about Twitter
Threads” and Kramer “The Year of the
Conversational, Explanatory
Tweetstorm“
10/2 Due:
• Read Nicotra Ch. 12 “Research:
Composing with Multiple Sources”
• Essay 1.1
10/9 Due:
• Create Portfolio Item #1: Tweet Thread
10/16 Due:
• Read Nicotra Ch. 10 “Evaluating”
• Write Learning Record Mid-Term
Argument
10/23 Due:
• Read Nicotra Ch. 5 “Analyzing
Multimodal Rhetoric”
• Write Blog Post #3: Social Media
10/30 Due:
• Read Nicotra Ch. 14 “Creating Visual
Compositions”
• Create Portfolio Item #2: Submit a
polished series of memes for your
controversy
11/6 Due:
• 2.1

8/30 First day of class
9/6 Due:
• Read Williams’ “The Faulty GPS“
• Read Nicotra Ch. 1 “The Basic
Rhetorical Situation” and Ch. 2 “The
Expanded Rhetorical Situation”
• Write Blog Post #1: Initial Thoughts
9/13 Due:
• Read Nicotra Ch. 3 “Analyzing Textual
Rhetoric”
• Write Research Scrapbook Entry #2:
Your Research Process So Far
9/20
•

Read Nicotra Ch. 8 “Explaining” and Ch.
9 “Defining”
• Write Research Scrapbook Entry #4: 1.1
Proposal
9/27 PEER REVIEW. Due:
• Read Nicotra Ch. 13 “Creating
Compositions”
• Write Essay 1.1 for Peer Review
10/4 Due:
• Read Williams’ “Empires of the Mind“
• Read Nicotra Ch. 4 “Analyzing Visual
Rhetoric”
10/11 CONFERENCES
10/18 Due:
• Write 1.2

10/25 Due:
• Write Research Scrapbook Entry #5: 2.1
Plan and Progress So Far

11/1 PEER REVIEW FOR 2.1. Due:
• Write 2.1

11/8 Due:
• Read Peters’ “Top 10 Powerful Moments
that Shaped Social Media History Over
the Last 20 Years” and Anderson et
al.’s “Activism in the Social Media Age”
• Write Research Scrapbook Entry 6:
Final Project Plan and Progress

11/13 Due:
• Read “7 Types of Social Media
Influencers: Which Type Are You?” and
York’s “How to Identify Social Media
Influencers and Collaborate on
Campaigns“
• Create Portfolio Item #3: Submit a
“mock-up” of your social media
influencer or a social media movement
for your topic.
11/20 CONFERENCES. Due:
• Optional: Essay 2.2 (a revision of your
Rhetorical Analysis Essay)
• Ongoing: Revise Portfolio Items for
Final Project (Digital Writing
Portfolio).
11/27 Workshop. Due:
• Read Nicotra Ch. 15 “Making Multimodal
Compositions”
• Ongoing: Revise Portfolio Items for
Final Project (Digital Writing
Portfolio).
12/4 Final Presentations. Due:
•
Final Project: Digital Writing
Portfolio, including Video Argument.
Group One will present.
12/11 Due:
• Final Learning Record Argument

11/15 Due:
• Ongoing: Revise Portfolio Items for
Final Project (Digital Writing
Portfolio).
• Watch Digital Writing & Research Lab’s
“Editing Movies in iMovie“
• Watch Lynda.com videos about how to
use iMovie or whichever video-editing
software is on your computer.
No Class (Thanksgiving Break)

11/29 Workshop. Due:
• Ongoing: Revise Portfolio Items for
Final Project (Digital Writing
Portfolio).

12/6 Last day of class. Final Presentations.
Due:
• Group Two will present.

